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be presented at our Annual 
Business meeting on Sep-
tember 11. The meeting will 
finish with a light dinner 
prepared by Ovations and 
wines from the OCWS Cel-
lar. Also, as part of the eve-
ning agenda, we will pre-
sent our volunteer recogni-
tion awards. To participate, 
see the related article and 
send your reservation to 
the office by Wednesday, 
September 9. 
 
Our Fall Calendar of Events 
has a òmust-attendó list 
including the Installation 
Dinner, the Membership 
BBQ, Chili Cook-off, a Zin-
fandel Mini-Tasting, the 

Holiday Dinner & Dance, a 
Catalina Island Wine Tast-
ing, and several Home 
Winemaker Group activities 
involving the harvest. Many 
of these are expected to sell 
out, so sign up early. 
 
During the past year, it has 
been my honor to serve as 
president for the organiza-
tion. This will complete my 
term on the Board as well 
as the term for my fellow 
directors, Chris Cunning-
ham and Rich McCormick. I 
would like to thank them 
and the entire Board of 
Directors for their assis-
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brings together long-time 
and new members of the 
OCWS. You donõt want to 
miss this annual bash. Even 
during these tough times, 
we have a lot of celebrating 
to do! So, step back in time 
from the California Gold 
Rush to the streets of 
Tombstone, wear your Olõ 
Western duds and leave 
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Annual Membership Barbecue 
Yeeeeehaaaaw!  
 
Donõt miss the 2009 OCWS 
Membership BBQ: Itôs A 
Wild, Wild West! This Wild 
West adventure is sched-
uled for Sunday, September 
27, from 3:00 to 7:00 p.m. in 
the Memorial Gardens at 
the Orange County Fair and 
Event Center. What an 
amazing venue to hold this 
huge event! Come join your 

The Newsletter of the Orange County Wine Society, Inc. 

OCWS friends for delecta-
ble homemade barbecue 
and Olõ Western favorites, 
decadent desserts, festivi-
ties, Wild West costumes, 
drinkinõ, and music. And as 
always, the BBQ Posse will 
have a few surprises in 
store for you! 
 
The OCWS Annual Member-
ship Barbecue is a long-
standing tradition that 

The 2008 ð 2009 Board year 
is coming to a close and 
this September newsletter 
is my last opportunity to 
provide my òDialogue.ó It 
has been a good year for 
the OCWS. The Commercial 
Competition had over 3,000 
entries for the seventh year 
in a row. Our membership 
enjoyed many tastings and 
social events throughout 
the year. The two days 
added to the Fair stressed 
our volunteer staff, but also 
resulted in greater income. I 
especially want to thank the 
members who worked long 
hours and extra shifts to 
make it so successful. 
Many of these details will 

Dennisõ Dialogue... 

Dennis Esslinger 

President 
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2008 ~ 2009 Board of Directors 
 

President ~ Dennis Esslinger 
714.544.9503 

 
Vice President ~ Carolyn Schoff 

714.437.9218 
 

Secretary ~ Kevin Coy 
562.243.3234 

 
Treasurer ~ Leslie Brown 

714.921.2717 
 

Director ~ Jim Beard 
949.786.2898 

 
Director ~ Chris Cunningham 

714.751.6731 
 

Director ~ Ron Gottesman 
714.695.0160 

 
Director ~ Rich McCormick 

949.497.3299 
 

Director ~ Richard Ward 
714.964.3881 
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September  

11 
Annual Business Meeting ~ Baja Blues ~ OC Fair & Event 
Center 

26 Catalina Womenõs Forum Wine Festival ~ Catalina Island 

27 
Membership Barbecue ~ Memorial Gardens Picnic Area ~ 
OC Fair & Event Center 

October  

11 
Installation Dinner ~ Orange County Wine & Food Center 
~ Costa Mesa 

November  

14 Zinfandel Mini-Tasting ~ OCWS Membersõ Homes 

December  

4 
Holiday Dinner & Dance ~ DoubleTree Hotel ~ Details in 
Newsletter 

September 2009 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    
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tance in making my job easier. Iõd like to thank Janet 
Hammond for doing a great job keeping the office organized 
and for supporting our member activities. Last, but not least, 
Iõd like to thank all our members for being OCWS members 
and for volunteering the many hours that contribute towards 
making this such a great organization. It doesnõt get any bet-
ter than sharing wine with friends! 
 
I look forward to seeing you at the Annual Business meeting 
and remember to always drink responsibly at our events.  
 

Dennis Esslinger  
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your troubles (and 
horse and pistol) at 
the gate. Awards will 
be given for the best 
wild west costumes, 
so come as your fa-
vorite sheriff, outlaw, 
damsel, saloon 
keeper, saloon girl, or 
wild west character. 
 
This yearõs Wild West Show will include all your favorite bar-
becued meats (brisket, chicken and Carne Asada), salads, 
side dishes, bread, beer, and of course wine. And you wonõt 
want to miss the incredible desserts. Just ask anyone who 
has attended our previous Membership Barbecuesñno one 
leaves this event hungry!  
 
Tickets for the event are still a great deal: Members are $35 
and guests are $45. Price includes food, wine, beer, and enter-
tainment. Deadline for sign-ups is Wednesday, September 23. 
Time is running out! Donõt forget to purchase raffle tickets 
while you are in town; the sheriff has some exciting things in 
store. 
 
As with all our events, volunteers are always needed. Join the 
BBQ Posse in the party preparations as a cook, decorator, 
steward, server, or helper (shifts available before, during, and 
after the event).  
 
For more information, please contact Madame Carolyn Schoff 
at ocwsschoff@gmail.com. 
 
We look forward to seeing you at the 2009 OCWS Membership 
Barbecue: Itôs a Wild, Wild West! 
 
See yaõll there! 
 

Madame Carolyn 
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Carolyn Schoff 
Vice President 
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