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canõt be done without your 
support, so I want to invite 
you all to once again come 
out and provide your valu-
able contributions to these 
work efforts.  
 
The May tasting program 
was conducted by John 
Eppler of JRE Wines. Atten-
dees enjoyed a wide selec-
tion of òbig redó wines. This 
tasting concludes our 
spring series of introducing 
members to winemakers 
and wineries.  
 
Be sure to check out the 
sign-up sheet for volunteer-
ing to work The Courtyard 
during the Fair. This year 

the Fair was extended and 
now includes five week-
ends. Working The Court-
yard is a great opportunity 
to meet other members, 
have some fun, and help 
introduce the public to vari-
ous wine varietals. Fair 
assignments are made on a 
first-come, first-served ba-
sis. If you expect to receive 
your preferred volunteer 
slots, you must complete 
and return the sheet as 
soon as possible.    
 
Check out our website 
(ocws.org) and think about 
next yearõs election for the 

(Continued on page 3) 

form. 
 
Host sites will be an-
nounced to those attending 
approximately one week 
prior to the event, including 
directions and a map to 
your host site. Every effort 
is made to place you at a 
location nearest your home 
or to accommodate your 
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June Mini-Tasting ~ òOC Fair Goldó ~ Last Call! 
This is your òlast calló for 
the third Mini-Tasting of the 
year. This event will be held 
on Saturday, June 27, at 
6:00 p.m. at various host 
sites.  
 
Fourteen wines will be pro-
vided and grouped into 
seven flights for serving at 
each site. This tasting will 
include sparkling, white, 
red, and dessert wines.  
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The cutoff date for signing 
up is always ten days prior 
to eventñso please donõt 
wait until the last day to 
sign-up. This is a very 
popular Mini-Tasting that 
sells out very quickly each 
year and some sites tend to 
fill up quickly. Bottom line: 
get your reservations in 
early. If you are signing up 
with a guest, please indi-
cate this on your sign up 

Itõs June and now itõs the 
real òcrunch time.ó The 
annual Orange County Fair 
Commercial Wine Competi-
tion will be held the first 
weekend of June and the 
Homewine Competition the 
second weekend. We are in 
the process of finalizing the 
planning for The Courtyard 
during the Fair and will be 
sorting all the wine entries 
for stocking the wine cellar. 
This is our most critical and 
important time of the year 
as we complete prepara-
tions for the Commercial 
Wine Competition, the 
Homewine Competition, the 
OC Fair Courtyard, and the 
Wine Classic in August. It 
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June  

6-7 
Commercial Wine Competition ~ Hilton Hotel ~ Costa 
Mesa 

13 Homewine Competition ~ OFEC ~ Details in newsletter 

20 Sorting & Ribbon Mailing Party ~ OFEC 

27 
Mini-Tasting ~ òOC Fair Gold Medalistsó ~ Details in 
newsletter 

July  

10-31 The Courtyard activities at the OC Fair 

25 Homewine Competition Brunch ~ Details TBA 

August  

1-9 The Courtyard activities at the OC Fair 

16 
Wine Classic ~ Anaheim Hilton Hotel ~ Details in 
newsletter 

2-6 
Homewine ~ Russian River Campout and Winery Tours ~ 
Details TBA 

June 2009 
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Board of Directors. Look for articles in this and upcoming 
newsletters on how to participate and be part of the team 
coordinating our future activities. 
 
I look forward to seeing you at the Commercial Wine and 
Homewine Competitions and remember to always drink re-
sponsibly at our events.  
 

Dennis Esslinger  

(Continued from page 1) 

site-specific request. However, 
your assigned host site is also 
based on the order in which your 
sign-up is received in the OCWS 
office. The cost to attend is $25 for 
members and $30 for non-
members. Each person attending 
is requested to bring a potluck 
dish (appetizer, entrée, or side dish) to serve at least 8 to 10 
people and designed to match the theme of the tasting 
(couples may need to double the recipe).  
 
As usual, there will be a special bottle of wine that evening as 
a prize for the Chef-of-the-Evening. Get out those gourmet 
cookbooks and try something special to share. Chefs-of-the-
evening may have their recipe published on the OCWS web-
site. Recipes may be found either in your favorite cook book 
or try a couple from the web. 
 
To attend, just complete the sign-up sheet in the newsletter or 
sign-up on the OCWS website. We are currently planning only 
six sites, so this Mini-Tasting is limited to a maximum of 96 
attendees. Wines for the evening are selected and purchased 
approximately one week prior to the event. Therefore, unless 
there is a waiting list you will not be refunded your money if 
you cannot attend. Your cut-off date for signing up is Wednes-
day, June 17. 
 
Desserts may be limited at the discretion of the host. Each 
attendee is requested to call your host 2 to 4 days prior to the 
tasting to advise the host what food you are bringing to the 
tasting. Using this approach, attendees will enjoy a greater 
variety of food pairings with delicious wines. Once again, this 
is a sell-out event. Get your reservations in today! 
 

Bon Appétit, 

Jim Beard 
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