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event. See the other articles 
in this newsletter about the 
4-Star and Best of Show 
awards. The annual Wine 
Awards booklet listing all 
the winners will be available 
for sale at The Courtyard 
during the Fair. 
 
As I write this article, an-
other of our major events 
has been completedñthe 
Annual Homewine Competi-
tion, organized by the 
OCWS Winemakersõ Group.  
òHats-offó to the Homewine 
Competition Committee and 
to all the volunteers who 
supported this event.  
 
After much discussion dur-

ing the past several years, 
the Board of Directors 
made the decision to start 
charging a fee for mailing 
the monthly newsletter. 
Printing and mailing costs 
have kept rising to the point 
where itõs not practical for 
the OCWS to continue sup-
porting this production. The 
printer now charges over 
four dollars per copy and 
postage cost is over a dol-
lar for mailing.  Starting 
with the new board year in 
October 2009, an additional 
fee of $60 will be due in 
order to have a copy mailed 
to an address. The newslet-

(Continued on page 3) 

ñAsk me about theéWine 
Classicò buttons while 
working The Courtyard. If 
you worked the Wine Com-
petition, you saw these 
buttons and hopefully, 
asked one of our committee 
members about the event. 
We will be giving away two 
Wine Classic tickets to the 
two top Wine Classic sales-

(Continued on page 3) 

California Gold: An OCWS Wine Classic Event 
The Wine Classic is now 
just one short month away 
and your Wine Classic 
Committee is putting mar-
keting strategies into action 
in an attempt to sell more 
tickets to this yearõs event.  
This public wine tasting 
event, one of two such 
events we host throughout 
the year, is set for Sunday, 
August 16, again at the 
Anaheim Hilton in the Cali-
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fornia Ballroom. Tell your 
neighbors, tell your friends, 
tell those sitting next to you 
at wine tastings and at res-
taurants! 
 
Please help us market this 
event. Weõll be asking for 
your assistance in talking 
about and selling Wine 
Classic tickets during The 
Courtyard at the OC Fair. 
Please wear one of our 

Now weõre into summer and 
the annual Orange County 
Fair Commercial Wine Com-
petition is history. Once 
again, it was successful 
due to the excellent partici-
pation and countless hours 
by the OCWS volunteers. 
Our judges always com-
ment about the smooth flow 
and execution of the two-
day event, but our members 
know it òdoesnõt just hap-
pen.ó It happens because of 
all the planning, prepara-
tion, and hard work by the 
volunteers. My personal 
òThanksó to the Competi-
tion Committee and the 
many volunteers who con-
tributed to this prestigious 

Dennisõ Dialogue... 

Dennis Esslinger 

President 
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2008 ~ 2009 Board of Directors 
 

President ~ Dennis Esslinger 
714.544.9503 

 
Vice President ~ Carolyn Schoff 

714.437.9218 
 

Secretary ~ Kevin Coy 
562.243.3234 

 
Treasurer ~ Leslie Brown 

714.921.2717 
 

Director ~ Jim Beard 
949.786.2898 

 
Director ~ Chris Cunningham 

714.751.6731 
 

Director ~ Ron Gottesman 
714.695.0160 

 
Director ~ Rich McCormick 

949.497.3299 
 

Director ~ Richard Ward 
714.964.3881 
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July  

10-31 The Courtyard activities at the OC Fair & Event Center 

August  

1-9 The Courtyard activities at the OC Fair & Event Center 

16 
Wine Classic ~ Anaheim Hilton Hotel ~ Details in 
newsletter 

2-6 
Homewine ~ Russian River Campout and Winery Tours ~ 
Details in newsletter 

September  

11 
Annual Business Meeting ~ Baja Blues ~ OC Fair & Event 
Center 

26 Catalina Womenõs Forum Wine Festival ~ Catalina Island 

27 
Membership Barbecue ~ Memorial Gardens Picnic Area ~ 
OC Fair & Event Center 

October  

11 Installation Dinner ~ Details TBA 

July 2009 
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ter will continue to be available on-line at the OCWS website 
and it is possible to print your personal copy from the web-
site. 
 
Check out our website (www.ocws.org) and think about next 
yearõs election for the Board of Directors. Look for articles in 
this and upcoming newsletters on how to participate and be 
part of the team coordinating our future activities. 
 
If you havenõt signed up to volunteer to work in The Court-
yard, youõve missed an excellent opportunity to meet many of 
your fellow OCWS members and a time to interface with the 
public on wine education. There a few shifts remaining that 
still need volunteers, so check the website and sign up before 
the Fair starts on July 10. 
 
I look forward to seeing you August 16 at the Wine Classic 
and remember to always drink responsibly at our events.  
 

Dennis Esslinger  

(Continued from page 1) 

persons at The Courtyard. I hope that 
salesperson will be you! If you would 
like Wine Classic flyers to pass out at 
work, to your neighbors, or to events 
that you attend, please get a hold of me 
and Iõll work out a way to get the flyers 
to you. We can use everyoneõs help on 
this one to make it one of the best ever. 
 
Ticket prices will once again be $45 for members, $50 for non-
members, and $20 for designated drivers. Weõre also offering 
the member price of $45 per person with groups of 10 or 
more. After July 31, ticket prices will increase to $60. Admis-
sion price will again include a Riedel wine glass, over 100 
award-winning wineries, 10 to 15 local outstanding restau-
rants, an exceptional silent auction and raffle, and several 
vendors. Youõll also be able to enjoy OCWS member Rich 
Skoczylasõ outstanding chocolate creations. You canõt beat 
the price enjoying outstanding food and award-winning Cali-
fornia wine for three hours on a Sunday afternoon. 
 
The purpose of The Wine Classic is to afford attendees the 
chance to taste some of the award-winning wines from the 
annual Orange County Fair Commercial Wine Competition. 
There will be plenty of Gold Medal California wineries serving 
at this event. We hold this event to showcase the award-
winning wineries to the public, to publicize the OCWS, and to 
raise funds for our organization and our Scholarship Program. 
Please mark your calendars for this great event. 
    
Volunteer application forms have already started to arrive at 
the OCWS Office. Remember, itõs first come, first served to fill 
those volunteer spots. Send your application in soon if you 
are looking for a specific volunteer position. But donõt worry, 
there are close to 125 volunteer positions that need to be filled 
to support this event. Which means that we really need your 
help and support to fill all the time slots. All shifts are two 
hours in length and all volunteers will receive a $20 rebate. 
OCWS Member Agnes Grogan has graciously accepted the 
Volunteer Coordinator position and sheõs happily awaiting 
your volunteer application forms. For additional volunteer 
information, please contact Agnes Grogan at vgas-
soc@verizon.net. 
 
Just a reminder that all volunteers must pay for their ticket to 
the event before their volunteer request will be processed. 
Please make sure to list your e-mail address on the sign-up 
form as it is much easier to send your assignment confirma-
tion via e-mail. Also, please do not discount your ticket price 
when purchasing your ticket. Rebates will be sent to volun-
teers after the event.  
 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 4) 

Dennisõ Dialogue... (Contõd) California Gold... (Contõd) 
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California Goldé(Contõd) 

Remember, weõre always looking for new restaurant and food 
purveyors. Once again, if you recruit a restaurant or food 
purveyor that agrees to participate in the Wine Classic, youõll 
receive two free tickets! Please ask your local restaurant 
managers and owners. Tell them we will return to them with a 
large party of OCWS members and friends for dinner as part 
of our Dine With Wine Program, will list them in the event 
program, and will link their website to the OCWS website.   
 

Ticket Information 
 

Now through Friday, July 31 
OCWS Members - $45 
Non-Members - $50 

Group Sales - $45 per person with groups 10 or more 
Designated Drivers - $25  
(no group sales rates) 

 
August 1 to Day of Event 

All Participants - $60 
Designated Drivers - $25 

 
Please refer to page 11 for the Volunteer Sign-up Form and 
the last pages of the newsletter for the Event Sign-up Form. 
For additional questions regarding the event, please contact 
Event Chair Kevin Coy at kcmagnum@aol.com or 
kevin@ocws.org.   
 
Please join us to make the 2009 Wine Classic an outstanding 
event! 
 

Kevin Coy 

(Continued from page 3) It was a pleasure to participate in an-
other successful OCWS Commercial 
Wine Competition during June. Over 
150 volunteers demonstrated the exact 
qualifications required to be a candi-
date for the OCWS Board of Directors. 
These volunteers proved they... 
 

§ Are committed to the OCWS. 
There is no other way to explain 
so many folks donating the time and effort to fulfill this 
huge objective as a non-profit educational organization. 

 

§ Can work on a team. Organizing Teams; Stewarding 
Teams; Kitchen Teams; Computer Teamsñand each 
team working together as one large team to accomplish 
the overall goal. 

 

§ Have an appreciation for wine. What else could motivate 
us to serve 3,089 wine entries to 100 judges at the right 
time and in the correct order and then organize the data 
into accurate and meaningful results? 

 

§ Desire to have fun. It was like a huge Easter Egg Hunt at 
an all-weekend party! 100 volunteers tearing bags off 
3,089 wine bottlesñsearching, tasting, sharing!  

 

Commitment, Teamwork, Appreciation, Fun 
 

These are the four primary qualifications to be a candidate for 
the OCWS Board of Directors. So, how about it? Why not get 
involved in the decision-making and leadership of your 
OCWS? 
 
This year as always, three board positions will be filled by a 
vote of the OCWS membership following the Annual Busi-
ness Meeting. The meeting is scheduled for September 11. To 
declare your candidacy for a position on the Board of Direc-
tors, simply present your Declaration of Candidacy to the 
Election Committee in writing no later than August 28. The 
Declaration of Candidacy should be accompanied by a simple 
written Statement of Qualifications. 
 
Involvement as a Director of the OCWS is personally and pro-
fessionally satisfying. I hope many of you will consider de-
claring your candidacy. If you have any questions related to 
the electionñdirector responsibilities and benefits, the elec-
tion process, etc., please contact me at 714.692.9463 or email 
me at jobobyl@aol.com. 
 
 

Bob Prill 

2009 Election Chairman 
Kevin Coy 
Secretary 

Running For The Board... 

mailto:kcmagnum@aol.com
mailto:kevin@ocws.org
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Commercial Competition Wrap 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The 2009 OC Fair Commercial Wine Competition was again a 
huge success. Under the capable hands of David Hirstein, 
the seasoned veterans on the committee put on an event to 
be proud! But they were not alone. Over 250 volunteers do-
nated 6,000 hours, serving 3,089 wines to 91 winemakers and 
winery principals and drying 16,000 glasses by hand. A big 
òthank youó if you were one of those volunteers! 
 
This competition is one of the most prestigious judging of 
California wines. Of the nearly 100 judges, one judge marked 
his 33rd year in attendance, starting back to our first compe-
tition. Times have changed over those years, with thousands 
more wines being entered. Our award ribbons, characterized 
by the prominent orange in the center, can be seen across 
the state at hundreds of wineries. 
 
This yearõs competition saw a slight decrease in the number 
of wines that were judged. Out of 3,089 wines entered, 26 
Four-Star gold awards were given. Award books listing all 
winners will be available at The Courtyard during the OC 
Fair. Make sure you get yourself a copy and buy a few for 
gifts. 
 
Congratulations to the committee on a job well done. And 
many thanks to all those who volunteered their time before, 
during and after the event. We couldnõt have done it without 
you! 
 
Cheers! 
 

Carolyn Schoff 

Board Liaison 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
After a detailed budget analysis of projected event costs in-
cluding wine purchases, facility rental, disposable tableware, 
and other expendable supplies, it was determined that the 
price of admission to this event would ultimately be prohibi-
tive and not represent a good value for our membership. Ac-
cordingly, the Board of Directors have decided to cancel the 
2009 Champagne Brunch.   
 
If there is enough membership interest, the OCWS can plan a 
Champagne Brunch Mini-Tasting during the 2010 calendar 
year. 
 
We regret this decision. 
 

Jim Beard 
 

Champagne Brunch 

Carolyn Schoff 
Vice President 

Jim Beard 
Director 


