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both chili and barbecue, 
who made this event a suc-
cess! The names of the 
winners of the prestigious 
ladle awards are listed in 
another article in this news-
letter. 
 
By the time you receive this 
newsletter, it will be time for 
the Holiday Dinner Dance, 
held this year at the Double-
Tree Hotel on Friday, De-
cember 4. Unfortunately, 
the deadline for sign-ups 
for the event has passed. If 
you are attending, consider 
reserving a room at the 
DoubleTree for the night to 
ensure an enjoyable eve-
ning without having the 

stress of driving.  
 
Following the Holiday Din-
ner Dance, the Winemakersõ 
Group will hold their annual 
Holiday Potluck and Wine 
Tasting at the home of one 
of the winemakers on Satur-
day, December 5. Both of 
these events are wonderful 
holiday traditions of the 
OCWSñgood food, good 
wine, and good friends! 
 
Event responsibilities have 
been assigned for the com-
ing year and are listed in 
this newsletter as well as 
being posted on our web-

(Continued on page 3) 

and concluded that having 
two mega-events creates 
too many problems. Thus, 
the Extraordinaire needs to 
be bigger and better than 
ever. 
 
If you have marketing or 
sales skills, we need your 
advice and participation. I 
am trying to regionalize the 

(Continued on page 3) 

Uncle Sam Needs You! 
Yes, my name is Sam and I 
am my nieceõs uncle. We 
urgently need volunteers 
for the 2010 Extraordinaire 
Committee to help with 
ticket sales, marketing, 
restaurants, exhibitors, and 
other positions. We have 
some core positions al-
ready filled, but they will 
need help as well. A chal-
lenge awaits the committee 
as there are less than 100 
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days to the event. 
 
If you have not already 
heard, the Wine Classic has 
been cancelled for next 
year. The Board of Direc-
tors reviewed the chal-
lenges placed on our mem-
bers and volunteers to sup-
port the Extraordinaire and 
Classic to bring in the fund-
raising money we need to 
support our scholarships 

Two of our most popular 
events were held in Novem-
ber. The first, the Zinfandel 
Mini-Tasting, is always a 
member favorite. We were 
treated to twelve wonderful 
Zinfandels as well as won-
derful food that our mem-
bers prepared for the tast-
ing. 
 
The second event occurred 
the following day, as many 
of our members and their 
guests welcomed the return 
of the Chili Cook-Off. Our 
chili cooks did an amazing 
job with their decorations 
and delicious chili. I did not 
envy the job of the judges! 
Hats off to all of the cooks, 

Brownõs Bits & Bytes... 

Leslie Brown 
President 
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2009 ~ 2010 Board of Directors 
 

President ~ Leslie Brown 
714.921.2717 

 
Vice President ~ Kevin Coy 

562.243.3234 
 

Treasurer ~ Sam Puzzo 
714.547.3877 

 
Secretary ~ Carolyn Schoff 

714.437.9218 
 

Director ~ Jim Beard 
949.786.2898 

 
Director ~ Chris Cunningham 

714.751.6731 
 

Director ~ Ron Gottesman 
714.695.0160 

 
Director ~ Kevin Donnelly 

714.457.7229 
 

Director ~ Richard Ward 
714.964.3881 
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December  

4 
Holiday Dinner & Dance ~ DoubleTree Hotel ~ Santa Ana / 
OC Airport ~ Details in newsletter 

5 
Home Winemaker Group ~ Christmas Potluck & Wine 
Tasting ~ Details in newsletter 

January  

8 
Monthly Tasting ~ Siduri ~ DoubleTree Hotel ~ Santa 
Ana / OC Airport ~ Details in newsletter 

February  

6 Winemaker Group activities ~ Details in newsletter 

12 
Monthly Tasting ~ DoubleTree Hotel ~ Santa Ana / OC 
Airport ~ Details TBA 

28 
Wine Extraordinaire ~ Anaheim Hilton Hotel ~ Details in 
newsletter 

December 2009 
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site. Please feel free to contact any of the event chairpersons 
if you would like to volunteer for an event. Without volun-
teers, these events cannot take place. In addition, volunteer-
ing provides the opportunity to meet and work with some fun 
people, all of whom have an enjoyment of wine in common.   
 
One major event that requires many volunteer hours is the 
Wine Extraordinaire scheduled for Sunday, February 28, 2010. 
Please see the òVolunteers Wantedó (Uncle Sam wants you!) 
article in this newsletter. This year, due to scheduling con-
flicts including a later date for the Fair, the OCWS will not be 
holding a Wine Classic. So it is even more important that we 
support our Wine Extraordinaire in February.   
 
There are many other great events planned for this year and I 
look forward to seeing you at these events. As a reminder, 
please note that OCWS events are considered adult only. 
I want to take this opportunity on behalf of the OCWS Board 
of Directors to wish all of you and your families a happy, safe, 
and joyful Holiday Season. 
 

Leslie 

(Continued from page 1) 

sales and marketing within the various parts of Orange 
County and need people located around the county. We need 
the team to develop an interest in the Extraordinaire by visit-
ing or calling their local restaurants, wine shops, organiza-
tions, magazines, newsletters, and newspapers for help. Ac-
tive participation will entitle you to free admission to the event 
and the reward of having helped with funding our OCWS 
Scholarship Program. 
 
Please call me, at 714.547.3877 evenings and weekends for 
more information. 
 

Sam 

(Continued from page 1) 

Brownõs Bits... (Contõd) Uncle Sam... (Contõd) 

Sam Puzzo 
Treasurer 


