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teers helped sort over 
18,500 bottles of wine into 
award and non-award varie-
tal groups, transported it to 
The Courtyard, and then 
cleaned the area where the 
cataloging took place. Mov-
ing all this wine is one of 
the more strenuous tasks 
for our volunteers. 
 
You wonõt want to miss our 
Wine Classic on August 16, 
where we will feature only 
those wineries that won 
medals at the Commercial 
Competition. Kevin Coy and 
his committee have a great 
group of wineries and res-
taurants lined up for your 
enjoyment.  

As this yearõs òBoard Yearó 
draws to a close, Iõd like to 
remind everyone about our 
Annual Business Meeting 
scheduled for Friday, Sep-
tember 11. This meeting is 
probably the most impor-
tant meeting of the calendar 
year. It is our only meeting 
that affords you the oppor-
tunity to review the previ-
ous yearõs business and 
hear the presentations from 
the candidates desiring to 
serve on the next yearõs 
Board of Directors. The 
officers and directors will 
be on hand to address your 
questions, concerns, and 

(Continued on page 3) 

Donõt let any opportunity go 
untoldñthat the OCWS 
hosts the BEST wine tast-
ing event in Southern Cali-
fornia, at the BEST price 
around! 
 
Ticket prices were sup-
posed to go up for mem-
bers after July 31, but weõve 
decided to extend the mem-

(Continued on page 3) 

California Gold: An OCWS Wine Classic Event 
The Wine Classic is this 
month and is just a few 
short days away!   
 
Just a few more days left to 
purchase your tickets and 
to send in your volunteer 
form.    
 
This is an event not to 
miss! Close to 100 winer-
ies; many quality vendors; 
and nearly 15 restaurants. 
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You canõt beat this opportu-
nity to enjoy outstanding 
food and award-winning 
wine for three hours on a 
Sunday afternoon. Come 
out and enjoy, come out 
and experience.  Take a sip 
and relaxé 
 
Tell your neighbors, tell 
your friends, tell those sit-
ting next to you at wine 
tastings and at restaurants. 

As I write this article, we 
have just started the Or-
ange County Fair and by 
the time you receive the 
newsletter, we will be in the 
final days of a month long 
intensive òwork party.ó I 
know it will have been suc-
cessful due to the excellent 
participation and countless 
hours by the OCWS volun-
teers. Iõd like to thank the 
support crews for the tre-
mendous effort getting The 
Courtyard ready for open-
ing day. Another major ef-
fort in readying The Court-
yard is the Sorting Party 
which takes place between 
the Competition and the 
Fair. This group of volun-

Dennisõ Dialogue... 

Dennis Esslinger 

President 
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2008 ~ 2009 Board of Directors 
 

President ~ Dennis Esslinger 
714.544.9503 

 
Vice President ~ Carolyn Schoff 

714.437.9218 
 

Secretary ~ Kevin Coy 
562.243.3234 

 
Treasurer ~ Leslie Brown 

714.921.2717 
 

Director ~ Jim Beard 
949.786.2898 

 
Director ~ Chris Cunningham 

714.751.6731 
 

Director ~ Ron Gottesman 
714.695.0160 

 
Director ~ Rich McCormick 

949.497.3299 
 

Director ~ Richard Ward 
714.964.3881 

 
The Wine Press is the official newsletter of the Orange County Wine Society, 
Inc. If no one procrastinates too much, it is published monthly. Annual sub-
scriptions are complimentary with membership into the OCWS. The opin-
ions expressed herein are those of the editor unless he can find someone 
else to blame. 
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about the organization, to questions about wine and winemaking may be 
addressed. Send to: OCWS, Attention: Editor, The Wine Press. Your name 
can be withheld on request. 
 
The OCWS is a non-profit, 501(c)(3) educational organization incorporated 
under the laws of the state of California with its principal place of business 
in Costa Mesa, California. For your convenience, our office is staffed five 
days per week along with our 24-hour answering and facsimile machines. 
Additionally, the OCWS has a web site with email and secure event sign-up 
capability. Visit us online at www.ocws.org. 
 

Phone ~ 714.708.1636 
Fax ~ 714.546.5002 

Web Site ~ www.ocws.org 
Editor and Publisher ~ John Goodnight 
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Web Site Administrator ~ Judy Fox 
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August  

1-9 The Courtyard activities at the OC Fair & Event Center 

16 Wine Classic ~ Anaheim Hilton Hotel ~ Anaheim 

September  

11 
Annual Business Meeting ~ Baja Blues ~ OC Fair & Event 
Center 

26 Catalina Womenõs Forum Wine Festival ~ Catalina Island 

27 
Membership Barbecue ~ Memorial Gardens Picnic Area ~ 
OC Fair & Event Center 

October  

11 
Installation Dinner ~ Orange County Food & Wine Center 
~ Costa Mesa 

December  

4 Holiday Dinner & Dance ~ DoubleTree Hotel ~ Details TBA 

August 2009 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      
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suggestions. The most productive comments are those which 
provide concise, crisp suggestions for improvement. When-
ever possible, the officers and directors will attempt to re-
spond to membersõ input on the night of the meeting. The 
event is complimentary for our members; however, if you 
sign up and then donõt attend, you will be billed for the event. 
Baja Blues will provide the dinner and we will be serving wine 
from the cellar. There is no limit on the number of members 
desiring to attend, so send your sign-up sheet to the office. 
 
I look forward to seeing you August 16 at the Wine Classic 
and remember to always drink responsibly at our events.  
 

Dennis Esslinger  

(Continued from page 1) 

ber price of $45 for OCWS members 
until the conclusion of the OC Fair on 
Sunday, August 9. After this extended 
date, member price will be $60. So get 
those tickets now! Prices for non-
members will also continue to be $50 
throughout the OC Fair with the price 
remaining the same for designated 
drivers at $20. Weõre continuing the special group rate of $45 
per person with groups of 10 or more through this extended 
date as well.  
 
By now, you should know the Wine Classicõs purpose. Itõs a 
great venue to feature the award-winning wineries from the 
annual Orange County Fair Commercial Wine Judging Compe-
tition. Of course, there will be plenty of Gold Medal California 
wineries serving at this event. 
  
If youõve been working at The Courtyard, please continue to 
wear your, òAsk me about theéWine Classicó buttons and 
please continue to keep selling those Wine Classic Tickets.  
Remember, weõll be giving away two Wine Classic tickets to 
the two top Wine Classic salespersons at The Courtyard. Itõs 
not too late to start selling. You can be that special someone 
who earns free tickets for being a top seller. 
 

Calling All Volunteers! 
 
Our Wine Classic Volunteer Coordinator is still looking for 
additional volunteers. Please fill out the volunteer application 
and send it in today. Youõll get a $20 rebate for working a two-
hour slot. For additional information, please contact Volunteer 
Coordinator, Agnes Grogan, at vgassoc@verizon.net. 
 
Just a reminder, that all volunteers must pay for their ticket to 
the event before their volunteer request will be processed. 
Please make sure to list your e-mail address on the sign-up 
form as it is much easier to send your assignment confirma-
tion via e-mail. Also, please do not discount your ticket price 
when purchasing your ticket. Rebates will be sent to volun-
teers after the event.  
 
 

Ticket Information 
 

Now a special extension through Sunday, August 9 
OCWS Members - $45 
Non-Members - $50 

Group Sales - $45 per person with groups 10 or more 
Designated Drivers - $20 (no group sales rates) 

 
 

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 4) 

Dennisõ Dialogue... (Contõd) California Gold... (Contõd) 

Fun Facts on California Wine... 

The California Wine Institute reports that there areé 
 

§ Currently 2,843 wineries in California. 

§ 4,600 wine grape growers. 

§ Over 110 different grape varieties grown. 

§ 526,000 acres of wine grapes planted in California 
that take up only 1% of the state's terrain. 

§ By volume, Chardonnay remains the leading varietal 
wine from California, followed by Cabernet Sauvi-
gnon, Merlot, White Zinfandel, and Pinot Grigio. 

mailto:vgassoc@verizon.net
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California Goldé(Contõd) 

After Sunday, August 9 (At the door price) 
Members/Non-Members - $60 

Designated Drivers - $25 
 
Please refer to page 11 for the Volunteer Sign-up Form and 
the last pages of the newsletter for the Event Sign-up Form. 
For additional questions regarding the event, please contact 
Event Chair Kevin Coy at kevin@ocws.org.   
 
With your help, weõll make the 2009 Wine Classic an out-
standing event! Please see me or Christine Hanley for addi-
tional flyers to pass out at work, to your neighbors, or to 
events that you attend. 
 
See you at the Wine Classic! 
 

Kevin Coy 
 
 

(Continued from page 3) There is still time! The deadline for 
declaring candidacy for this yearõs 
election to the OCWS Board of Direc-
tor is August 28. The qualifications are 
quite simple: 
 

§ An appreciation of wine. You 
need not be an expert; just 
have an interest in learning 
about and enjoying wine. 

§ A commitment to the OCWS. Help the OCWS achieve 
its objectives as a non-profit educational organization. 

§ Teamwork. Work with 8 other Board Members to share 
the effort, make decisions, and provide direction to the 
OCWS. 

§ A desire to have fun. After all, we are a social organiza-
tion. So, if itõs not fun, none of us would be here. 

 
Does this describe you? Then why not consider a leadership 
role in OCWS? 
 
As always, three board positions will be filled by a vote from 
the OCWS membership following the Annual Business Meet-
ing on September 11. To declare your candidacy for a posi-
tion on the Board of Directors, simply present your Declara-
tion of Candidacy to the Election Committee in writing no 
later than August 28. The Declaration of Candidacy should be 
accompanied by a simple written Statement of Qualifications. 
 
òElection Centraló has once again been added to our web site 
at www.ocws.org. Go there to meet the candidates and learn 
their platforms and qualifications. Better yet, become a candi-
date and have your picture and statement added to ò2009 
Election Central.ó 
  
Involvement as a Director of the OCWS is personally and pro-
fessionally satisfying. I hope many of you will consider your 
candidacy for the Board of Directors. If you have any ques-
tions related to the electionñdirector responsibilities and 
benefits, the election process, etc.ñplease contact me at 
714.692.9463 or jobobyl@aol.com. 
 

Bob Prill 

2009 Election Chairman 
 

Kevin Coy 
Secretary 

òLast Calló - Election 2009 

mailto:kevin@ocws.org
http://www.ocws.org/
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A òCourtyard ôThank Youõó 

Thanks to the tireless efforts of all our 
volunteers, the OCWS will realize a very 
successful year at the Orange County 
Fair! A lot of varietal wines, house wines, 
splits, seminars, and award tastes were 
poured. Details of our various sales will 
be presented at our Annual Business 
Meeting on Friday, September 11. 
 
The Courtyard Committee (Leslie Brown, Rochelle Randle, 
Chris Cunningham, Charlie Owen, Karen Ward, Dennis 
Esslinger, Jim Beard, Janet Hammond, and Larry Graham) 
would like to take this opportunity to thank all the volunteers 
who worked before, during, and after the Fair to make this 
year such an enormous success:   
 

§ Our 284 members who volunteered to work during the 
23 days, 102 shifts of the Fair, some for one shift and 
some who worked 15+ days of the Fair. 

§ Charlie Owens, Wayne Huson, Jack McManus, and 
Dennis Esslinger for their Courtyard restocking and 
work efforts during the four Monday and Tuesdays the 
OCF was closed.   

§ Charlie Owens, Wayne Huson, Kevin Coy, Jim Beard, 
Claude Fusaro, Tom Jones, Karl Marchionna, Tom 
Noad, Richard Wolsfelt, Dean & Robin Strom, Dave 
Muggee, Erik Peal, Sam Wozniak, Bill Clark, Richard 
Ward, and Dennis Esslinger who helped clean and set 
up the Courtyard. 

§ Charlie and Vivian Owen, Chris and Arnold Gregg, 
Kathy and Jim Hume, Janet and Megan Peal, Ronna 
and Craig Rowe, Marge and Bob Trout, and Virginia 
Kawai for the Displays and Label Posters. 

§ John Goodnight for all the new signs. 
 
To everyone, a huge òThanksó for a job very well done! It is 
your volunteer efforts during the Commercial Wine Competi-
tion and the Courtyard that enables the OCWS to continue 
providing wine education to both our members and the com-
munity. 
 

Chris Cunningham 

Courtyard Committee Chair 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday, September 26, 2009 
2:00 to 5:00 p.m. 

Pavilion Hotel Courtyard 
Catalina Island 

 
For the eleventh year, the Orange County Wine Society will be 
offering discounted tickets for the Catalina Island Wine Tast-
ing sponsored by the Catalina Island Womenõs Forum. All 
proceeds from the event support victims of domestic vio-
lence, the Womanõs Wellness Program, student mentoring, 
and scholarship programs. 
 
The tasting will be held in the Courtyard of the Pavilion Hotel, 
located in downtown Avalon on Crescent Street. There will be 
a large number of wineries, hand-passed appetizers, live mu-
sic, and a silent auction with a variety of items. 
The discounted price for tickets for OCWS members is $70, a 
portion of which is tax-deductible. No reservations will be 
accepted after August 25. Tickets will be mailed to you in mid
-September. 
 
For transportation options to and from the Island, please con-
tact Catalina Express at 800.481.3470 or visit the Catalina web 
site at www.catalina.com. Senior discounts are available for 
transportation. For additional information, please call me at 
714.326.8014 or e-mail to leslie@ocws.org.  
 

Leslie Brown 

Catalina Event Coordinator 
 

Catalina Tasting ~ òLast Calló 

Chris Cunningham 
Director 

Leslie Brown 
Treasurer 

http://www.catalina.com

